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tives in North. Queensland, Australia, had enabled him to work out the 
plan for the survey which he used in his South American study. He tells 
us in the preface how he came to extend his inquiries beyond his own dis- 
trict: "As the work progressed, I recognized that, for the proper com- 
prehension of my subject, it was necessary to make inquiry concerning 
the Indians of Venezuela, Surinam, and Cayenne, with the result that the 
area to be reviewed comprised practically that portion of the South 
American continent bounded, roughly speaking, by the Atlantic seaboard, 
the Orinoco, and the northern limits of the watershed of the Rio Negro 
and the lower Amazon." 

Besides this the report contains also a very suggestive and valuable 
contribution on the ethnobotany of the well known Zuni Indians. Among 
the topics covered in this research are medicial practices and medicinal 
plants, edible plants, and the use of plants in weaving, dyeing, basketry, 
and pottery decoration. Plant names in folk-lore and their use in clan 
names are also discussed. Recently the department of agriculture sent 
out experts to investigate the subject of Indian corn raising. The re- 
port on the material gathered is being prepared as a contribution to sci- 
entific farming. Ethnobotany has, therefore, more than a purely scien- 
tific interest to the ethnologist and botanist. The pressing question of 
food production and the problem of adapting crops to soil rests funda- 
mentally upon such researches as are here presented in this remarkable 
study. 

This volume contains, in addition to these scientific papers, an admir- 
ably arranged bibliography of the publications of the bureau and a very 
complete topical index of the contents of previous volumes. 
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Political debates between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas 
in the senatorial campaign of 1858 in Illinois together with certain 
preceding speeches of each at Chicago, Springfield, etc. With an 
introduction by George Haven Putnam, Litt.D. (New York and 
Boston: G-. P. Putnam's Sons, 1912. New edition, 1916. 284 p. 
$2.50) 
The famous debate between Lincoln and Douglas during the senatorial 
campaign in Illinois in 1858 is of such permanent interest and value that 
the present work will be welcomed by a large and varied group of read- 
ers. In connection with the present state enterprise of writing a cen- 
tennial history of Illinois, it is very appropriate that just at this time a 
new edition of this debate should be prepared, commemorating as it does 
the definite entrance of Illinois into a great national conflict at a critical 
moment for the American people. The services of Abraham Lincoln in 
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reshaping national aims and ideals have been but tardily recognized. 
But his example has been for many years passing permanently into the 
national subconsciousness to emerge in the concrete form of civic right- 
eousness. The story of his notable conflict with Senator Douglas has the 
ever recurrent interest attending a contest where vital moral issues are 
involved. The abiding interest of the nation in our long struggle for 
democracy gives Lincoln his place with Jefferson and Jackson as one of 
the very few greatest defenders of free government. This debate de- 
serves to become a classic as a characteristic piece of literature, typical 
of the middle west and distinctively American. In the present work 
great care has been exercised to produce a popular edition that com- 
presses the entire debate into a single volume but sacrifices nothing either 
in appearance or arrangement. In this form the debate is equally avail- 
able as an exercise book for public speaking or for general reference 
purposes. 

Founding of a nation. The story of the Pilgrim fathers, their voyage 
on the Mayflower, their early struggles, hardships, and dangers, 
and the beginnings of American democracy, as told in the journals 
of Francis Beaumont, cavalier. By Prank M. Gregg. In two 
volumes. (Cleveland: Arthur H. Clark company, 1915. 341; 346 
p. $7.50 net) 
The inquiring scholar who reads the somewhat lengthy title of this 
work, or whose eye falls on the bibliography at the close of the second 
volume, will perhaps proceed with serious interest to attempt to dis- 
cover the identity of the Francis Beaumont whose cavalier account of 
New Plymouth is the basis for these two handsome volumes. The 
"Foreword," however, and the advertisement on the paper wrappers in 
which the book is sold, will save him from this search, for he will learn 
that this is one of those works which weave a slender love story around 
a mass of historical facts. As no variety in size or color of type differ- 
entiates the fact from the fiction, the only guide to the uninitiated will 
be the author's warning: ""Wherever Beaumont speaks of himself and 
events which affect him alone, that part of the story is fiction ; but when- 
ever he associates himself with the acts of the colonists that part is in the 
main recorded history." A heroine, too, is invented for the story, in 
the person of Lora, a daughter of Elder "William Brewster. This lady, 
in a discourse of several pages, enlightens her cavalier lover, and inci- 
dentally the unsuspecting reader, as to the early history of the separa- 
tists. 

Of its kind this book is well done. The author claims chronological 
accuracy except with regard to the date of the first attempt to bring the 



